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Analysing images

Aims
• To encourage active and critical engagement

with media images and reports, facilitating
analytical and creative thinking and
participative citizenship.

Materials
• Set of media images. These can either be

provided by the teacher or brought in by the
students. 

• Post-its, sheets of paper (these can be 
re-used scraps), pens/pencils/colouring
materials.

• See our website for additional
visual resources.

Preparation of the space
• Images (one per table), post-its, sheets of

paper and writing tools are placed on the
tables. 

Steps
1. Split class into small discussion groups at

each table.
2. Invite students to discuss the images on the

tables and to record what they see and can
tell from the image provided.

3. Invite students to record what they don’t
know and can’t tell from the images. 

4. One student at each table is given the role of
recording, another student acts as the
facilitator and another is the timekeeper.

5. Students are encouraged to use the post-its,
sheets of paper, and colours to doodle or
make notes in order to bring out and develop
their thinking. Following the discussion,
feedback is received and discussed by the
whole class group. The harvest from this
feedback may be recorded on the whiteboard
or flipchart either by the teacher or student
volunteer.

(NOTE: there is no need to be too prescriptive
here as the exercise is in critical thinking and
analysis and so provision needs to be made for
enquiry and thinking outside the box. If it is
apparent that any particular group is not
progressing in the discussion, the teacher may
make a comment or pose a question in order
to prompt the discussion.)

Conclusion
• Groups give feedback.
• Teacher records the harvested feedback on

the whiteboard. 
• Students are encouraged to give the

reasoning behind their questions. 
(Note: The possible requirements or
challenges in obtaining the information can
be discussed as well as how challenges
might be overcome.)

• Discussion on where/when/how/why this
investigative format might be useful.
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